WHAT IS THE ROLE OF MEMORY
FOR A SOCIETY?

WHO CREATES HISTORY?
IS RECONCILIATION POSSIBLE?




"Speaking to One Another — Personal Memories of the Past in Armenia and Turkey", Exhibition view Paris 2012, venue: La Péniche ANAKO




DON'T JUST TALK — SPEAK TO ONE ANOTHER.

DON'T JUST LOOK - SEE.

Ida Ehre (German-Austrian director, actress, and theater manager; 1900-1989)

Exhibition view Nicosia, Cyprus, 2012
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Paul Watzlawick, the well-known Austrian communications theorist, sociologist, and philosopher,
said that you cannot not communicate, since all communication (not only speech) is behavior, and,
as you cannot not behave, you cannot not communicate. In this sense, the conflict between Turkey
and Armenia, between the Turkish and the Armenian people has been dominated by behavior for the
past 98 years. However, listening to each other, initiating a dialog has, in fact, not happened. Like
a mantra, both sides repeat their respective national narratives or remain silent. In this context,
the project "Speaking to One Another” (the first phase of which was most fittingly entitled "Learning
to Listen") by the Institute for International Cooperation of the German Adult Education Associa-
tion (dvv international) and its local partners attempted to create spaces for communication and
dialog. The four-year project pursued this approach on various different levels, with a multitude of
methods and for different target groups.

One of these spaces was the exhibition space: The idea was to use material from a previously
published book entitled “Speaking to One Another. Whom to forgive? What to forgive?" for a
traveling exhibition. The book is mainly based on interviews with residents of Eastern Anatolia and
present-day Armenia. The stories collected in this volume deal with the perspective on the respec-
tive other, with the orally transmitted narratives about their coexistence before the genocide of
1915, with present-day Armenia and everyday life in Turkey, with suffering, guilt, and forgiveness.
Whereas in an earlier phase of the project a precursor of the subsequent exhibition had traveled to
various cities in Armenia and Turkey, the presentation in the context of which this little catalog is
published focused on the places of the Armenian and the Turkish diaspora: Tbilisi, Batumi, Nicosia,
Berlin, and Paris. Apart from wall panels with images and texts, as well as video displays, the
exhibition featured a symbolic round table. At this table, the visitors were asked to take a stand by
answering three questions, which were presented on paper fixed to clipboards:

What is the role of memory for a society? Who creates history? Is reconciliation possible?

With threads of different length, the visitors then hung their answers up in the exhibition space
for everybody to read. With each place the exhibition was shown at, new answers were added,
completing the suspended archive. In Paris, at the end of the tour, several hundreds of answers to
the same three questions had been accumulated; answers in ten different languages.

The initial project outline had only included the presentation of the “answer sheet archive” to the
visitors of the exhibition—and then it was supposed to disappear into nowhere like the rest of the
show. It was only after dismantling the last exhibition in Paris, while packing up and sifting through
the remaining material, that we, the exhibition organizers, realized the treasure that lay before

us: answers from people from different countries, different cultural and religious backgrounds, of
different ages, of different political opinions and with different native languages, answers to the
ever-same questions so important for our living together in Europe.
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Answer in Russian from a visitor in Georgia

through during the history of its development. | wish that our
fellow Armenians never had to go through such horrible things
as the events of 1915 again.
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Answer in English
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from a visitor in Nicosia
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Answer in Kurdish from a visitor in Berlin

"Remembering shows a society’s past!?” My grandmother was
a beautiful Kurdish woman. She was a victim of the genocide.
She used to tell me about the past. That's why | wrote in Kurdish
in this book.
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Answer in Kurdish from a visitor in Berlin

Remembering is confronting the past. Without remembering and
telling (oral history), it won't be possible to make peace and
to share and understand the pain. Remembrance means new
children, new generations as well. | wish there would be no
massacres and denials anymore.
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Answer in German from a visitor in Berlin

An important one: it enables people to deal with their ancestors
and their experiences, to try to understand them and perhaps to
try to change something. Perhaps it serves to understand who
| am, where | stand.
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Answer in German from a visitor in Paris
Creation of meaning, identification, communa lization, justifica-
tion, restriction of the capacity to act, legitimation, self-confi-
dence, reminder...
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Answer in German from a visitor in Berlin

The possibility to comprehend something, to understand and
to learn from it. One could do everything better, generation by
generation! What a wonderful idea!
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Answer in English from a visitor in Paris
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is a necessity for a healthy future.
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Answer in English from a visitor in Paris

..and what is the role of the collective unconscious in the face
of denial? ...of genocidal crime!
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Quel est le role

de la mémoire dans

une sociéte ?

Answer in French from a visitor in Paris

Memory shapes the history of humanity and allows it to grow.
That's why trying to smother it means tyrannizing, means
preventing people from thinking. It means regressing, cheating,
stealing their souls.
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Answer in Turkish from a visitor in Nicosia Answer in Russian from a visitor in Georgia

There is no future without the past, but we shouldnt look back
all the time!
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Answer in Georgian from a visitor in Georgia
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Second answer: It frames and affects the present and the future.
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Answer in Turkish from a visitor in Nicosia

Experiences. But these are censored when it comes to official
history. That's why oral history matters. It narrates experiences
with the words of the persons who made them. That's history...
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We, the people. Actions, thoughts and feelings of the people in
the process play an important role in creating history.

Answer in Turkish from a visitor in Berlin

| 27



305 dasob
oLhmEosl? Who creates
ols. 20l OU 5P history?

@ @JbJQ;/) ‘n,E

vé Pee

Answer in Georgian from a visitor in Georgia Answer in English from a visitor in Nicosia

Those who have seen it with their own eyes.
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Qui crée [histoire ?

Who creates

history?

historie

Answer from a visitor in Paris

We are creating history.



Who creates history?
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Answer in English from a visitor in Nicosia Answer in Persian from a visitor in Paris

Unfortunately, those who hold the power. I, you, helshe, we, you, they... Anytime. Paris, 28 November 2012
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Who creates history? Wer schreibt
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Answer in German from a visitor in Paris Answer in German from a visitor in Berlin

Guido Knopp, unfortunately! We all write history when we take a stand, demonstrate civic
courage by deliberately taking action or choosing to be inactive.
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Answer in French from a visitor in Paris
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Answer in English from a visitor in Nicosia
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Answer in Armenian from a visitor in Paris Answer in Russian from a visitor in Georgia

From Keshalinsk school
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Qui crée I"histoire ?

Answer in French from a visitor in Paris

Unfortunately, history is often create d by violence, wars, an d
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RECONCILIATION
POSSIBLE?
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Answer in Armenian from a visitor in Paris

| heartily wish the hatred between two nations would disap-  we should consider Turks meritorious human beings too, and
pear. Let’s not search for an enemy, because we won't find one,  only then, there will be peace.
it's nameless; we will only find political powers. The new gene-
ration is not in charge; let's not create an enemy from the new
generation. If we consider ourselves meritorious human beings,
44|
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Answer in Greek from a visitor in Nicosia

Yes! Within the scope of an organized effort that concerns
political leadership, academic and civil society.
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Answer in Turkish from a visitor in Berlin

If there were no wolves, the sheep would be getting along very
well. It is global imperialism itself that makes humans inhumane.
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Answer in German from a visitor in Berlin

When the source of conflict has been identified and named. Only
then, reconciliation in small steps can be considered.
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Answer in German from a visitor in Berlin

According to experts, processes of reconciliation have to start
with the truth.
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Answer in English from a visitor in Nicosia

If there is no redemption—then we are doomed. Everything is possible. People’s power is unique, but the people
lost momentum and direction...
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Answer in English and Turkish from a visitor in Nicosia Answer in Georgian from a visitor in Georgia

"Forgive and you will be forgiven!"
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Answer in Georgian from a visitor in Georgia

That depends on the situation and the problems. Of course, we
must be able to give ground, but we should not forget our prin-
ciples.
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Answer in Georgian from a visitor in Georgia

Since the beginning of human history, people have been figh-  course, but there will always be supporters of the two fighting
ting for survival. Everyone has an instinct of self-protection that  parties. When face to face we cannot see the face. Large things
creates “civilization". One has to preserve and handle what has  can only be seen at a distance. Esenin

been taken from others in a reasonable way, otherwise someone

else can do the same to you. Reconciliation is necessary, of

| 55



Hgbbd@gbgqmo

Haéoaabb?

Gl IFdndS LD
Wlgl! o5 opdy€T  Andlgyemo
G:Foz:mo o 0#//’2(’" LA e
aroblymo oo ;7”’/-

Foggl., dndpyme G
W A@m‘:’n%

Answer in Georgian from a visitor in Georgia

Children should not be responsible for the behavior of their
parents. The future should be bright and civilized. Reconciliation
is a precondition for future relationships.
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Answer in French from a visitor in Paris
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Answer in French from a visitor in Paris

La réconciliation

est-elle possible ?
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Answer in French from a visitor in Paris

Reconciliation? and the Turks. People need peace, but, above all, they aspire to
But which reconciliation? | don't know the exact definition of  justice and fairness. And this reconciliation does not seem to
this word. What | do know is that both parties recognize their  correspond with justice to me. It is a pity.

faults, etc...

In any case, look carefully and you will see that this reconci-

liation is against nature for everyone, for both the Armenians
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If we remain conditioned to believe that we are born, that we  better creation, (then), yes; but we would not even evoke the
live and that we all will die in "civilizations"-no, reconciliation  term "reconciliation” but rather the term "need".

is not possible.

But if we acknowledge the equality of every human being and go

beyond it (and) that from failure a better relationship is borne, a
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Answer in French from a visitor in Paris Answers in French from visitors in Paris

We cannot do without the recognition of the Armenian genocide NO. Yes, if the descendants of yesterday’s executioners agree to

by Turkey. move on by letting their stupid obstinacy go... Because memory
We cannot do without the reparation due to the Armenian people. will always be present to “refresh” their lies... Honesty is the only
So, yes... reconciliation. driving force.
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Is reconciliation possible?

\ch allan HaiSs Sa

VA e l"ﬂe c°"1?ll'qv5

Answer in French from a visitor in Paris

Inshallah, but it will be complicated.
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Answer in Armenian from a visitor in Berlin

What kind of dialog do you mean. If Germany, with all its possibi-  from the Turks. First of all, Germany should recognize it, and only
lities, still hasn't recognized the Armenian Genocide after more then initiate any kind of reconciliation.

than 95 years. How many centuries

should we wait for Turkey to

develop, to become more civilized and to accept its own history.

If Germ
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Answer in Armenian from a visitor in Paris

Human Rights ~ Democracy
TTTTTT
Reality =~ Freedom
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EXHIBITION VIEWS
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Visitor in Tbilisi, Georgia, 2011
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Exhibition view Paris, France, 2012
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Exhibition view Paris, France, 2012
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Exhibition views Berlin, Germany, 2012
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Visitor in Nicosia, Cyprus, 2012
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